
 
   
 
 
 
 
 

 

COVID UPDATE 
September 25, 2020 

 
Dear Somers Families,  
 
In light of the recent positive COVID-19 case at Somers High School, I would like to remind our community of the 
protocol in place in the event of positive cases in any of our school buildings. As discussed in a letter sent to families 
on September 16, 2020, this procedure has been designed with guidelines from the Westchester County Department 
of Health (WCDOH) and the CDC, and in collaboration with PNW BOCES and other districts in our area. We will 
not activate this process unless we receive confirmation that an infected person with a positive COVID-19 test result 
was in one of our buildings. Additionally, it is against the law to identify to the public the infected individual.  
 

1. The district is notified of a confirmed, positive COVID-19 case within one of our schools.  
 

2. The district notifies district physician Dr. Steven Levine, the building principal and staff where the 
infected person was present, then all SCSD families, regardless of the school their child/ren attends. 
Students may be sent home early depending on the time of day the district is notified of a confirmed 
case.  

 
3. The building where the infected person was present will close for at least 48 hours and contact tracing 

will begin. The other schools will continue with in-person and hybrid schedules unless the district is 
directed otherwise by the WCDOH. The affected school will transition to 100% eLearning the following 
day and the building will be sanitized. 

 
4. Within 48 hours of the district being notified of a positive test, any person who had close or proximate 

contact will hear from a WCDOH contact tracer and/or the district, with instructions on how to proceed.   
 

• A close contact must quarantine.   
• A proximate contact does not have to quarantine.   

 
The ultimate decision on who must quarantine lies with the WCDOH. To read more about contact tracing in New 
York State, please click here. This helpful WCDOH flow chart here provides the step-by-step response and 
notification protocols.  
 
I know how stressful this situation is for families, faculty, and staff.  As a district we prioritize health and safety for 
all, and we will follow all guidelines and protocols to ensure a healthy and safe school environment.  
 

Sincerely, 

 
Dr. Raymond H. Blanch 
Superintendent of Schools 
 
 

 
 

https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/new-york-state-contact-tracing
https://www.somersschools.org/cms/lib/NY01913963/Centricity/Domain/1815/COVID%20Flow%20Chart%20Decision%20Tree%20-%208.11.20.pdf

